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as an equivalent to equality of responsibility or imposition of burden and
it cannot be wondered at that, in such circumstances, the Indian com-
munity has frequently refused to accept obligations thrust upon it by the
white inhabitants who persist in refusing equality of opportunity. The
Pietersburg Indian traders, as a matter of fact, did fall in with the wishes
and desires of their white fellow-traders, so long as the latter imposed
upon them no special disabilities. But when the white traders commenced
their methods of boycott and ostracism, the Indian traders began to per-
ceive that they must consider themselves apart from the rest of the com-
munity. The sequel is to be found in this correspondence to which we
make reference. The white traders must alter their mode of procedure
if they wish the Indian merchants to abide by the convention they would
set up. There must be give and take on both sides.
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In another column of this issue will be found an extract from a lengthy
report, appearing in the Johannesburg Star of the 4th inst., dealing with
a meeting of Coloured people in the Transvaal. At this meeting a reso-
lution was submitted, requesting His Majesty's Government not to forget
or tamper with the just rights and privileges of the Coloured subjects of
the Crown in the Transvaal, when framing the Constitution that is now in
process of being. We can only say that the Coloured community has our
fullest sympathy in its endeavour to escape from political oblivion. Time
was when the late Mr. Rhodes uttered his famous dictum that the franchise
should be given to every civilised man south of the Zambesi. That ideal
seems, in these latter days, to be rapidly falling into disrepute. It is un-
fashionable, nowadays, to be guilty of having an ideal, and a crime to
be so shameless as, having one, to act in accordance with it. We have
seen only recently how a Native Commission has issued an official report,
in which the recommendation is made that Coloured people, already en-
franchised, should retain their franchise rights only in State elections, but
should lose them in the event of elections for a Federal Parliament. The
manifest injustice of this needs no emphasis. It is much at one with the
general attitude adopted by the white population of South Africa towards
the non-white. In matters of Colour prejudice, it is, unfortunately, almost
impossible to convince by logical argument. Where blind prejudice rules,
justice goes by the board. We are afraid that the Coloured community
of the Transvaal will have to wait long before they succeed in securing
the recognition of what we conceive to be their just rights. We trust that
they will continue to protest against ill-considered treatment and to urge
the inherent justice of their demands.
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